104      Pioneers in Tropical America

stronger because he had induced a French pirate to make
common cause with him. But whilst he was repairing
and refitting his ships there suddenly arrived a large
Spanish squadron, which attacked him when he was off
his guard, and destroyed the French pirate ship. Only
two of the vessels of Hawkins's small squadron escaped,
he being himself on one of them; and these tiny ships,
insufficiently manned by dejected men, made a miserable
voyage back across the Atlantic to Plymouth, On this
1567 voyage John Hawkins1 was accompanied by his
cousin, the noteworthy FRANCIS DRAKE.

Drake, who, like Hawkins, was born in Devonshire,
was more or less brought up in Kent, where his father
had become a clergyman in the Church of England and
a kind of naval chaplain. Through the influence of his
cousin, no doubt, he went to sea when he was about
fifteen years old. By eighteen he had become purser or
clerk to a Plymouth ship which traded with the north
coast of Spain. When he was twenty years old he made
a voyage to Guinea, possibly with his cousin, Hawkins;
but he seems from Guinea to have gone out to the West
Indies (no doubt with slaves to sell) as mate with a Captain
Lovell. In 1567, however, he was appointed master of
a small ship, the Judith^ in the fleet which John Hawkins
brought to anchor off Vera Cruz. In the overwhelming
attack made by the Spaniards, at the beginning of 1568,
on Hawkins's fleet off the island of Ulloa, Drake apparently
made his escape at all costs, even to the abandonment of

1 Hawkins was knighted in 1588, after serving against the Spanish Armada, but
between 1565 and 1595 he made no other attempt to explore the waters of the New
World. In 1595, however, he decided to accompany his cousin, Francis Drake, on a
predatory voyage to the West Indies. This ended in complete failure, however, and
Hawkins> having contracted a fever, died on his ship off Porto Rico in November,
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